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Campus Cleaning Campaign

Background:

o To eliminate open defecation and improve solid waste management and to

create Open Defecation Free villages. The program also aims to increase
awareness of menstrual health management. It is a restructured version of the
Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan which was launched by the Congress in 2009 that failed
to achieve its intended targets due to rampant corruption and indecisive

leadership.

Definition:

o The mission was split into two: rural and urban. In rural areas "SBM - Gramin”

was financed and monitored through the Ministry of Drinking Water and
Sanitation. Whereas "SBM - urban" was overseen by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs. The rural division has a five-tier mechanism: central, state, district,

block panchayat, and gram panchayat.

Theme:

o As part of the campaign, volunteers, known as Swachhagrahis, or "Ambassadors

of cleanliness”, promoted the construction of toilets using a popular method
called Community-Led Total Sanitation at the village level. Other activities
included national real-time monitoring and updates from non-governmental

organizations such as Feedback Foundation Charitable Trust.
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